                                         The texts of the Convivium                                            

                                             A GOD CRUCIFIED

                                                  WHO AT LAST

                                    WILL GIVE US EVERYTHING

Many people need to feel themselves in the hands of a God who is omnipotent and good at the same time. They don’t tolerate even to think of the mere possibility of being in the power of  a blind and irrational chance. 

According to such a mentality, God must be, at least, omnipotent, and this at any cost. Even if He were not perfectly good, this kind of believer would be satisfied with a God who acts in that certain way for a certain well determinable reason. 

Never mind if God’s arguments are far from our common logic. The important thing is that man can argue with the Omnipotent and be told about what he has exactly to do in order to obtain his grace and protection. 

The idea that God is omnipotent is strongly confirmed in the Bible, and mainly in the Old Testament. The ancient Jews were induced to look down upon the gods of the neighbouring peoples, supposed to be powerless, and to appreciate Yahveh in an exclusive way as the omnipotent Lord of the whole universe. The Christian idea of a God crucified will be rejected as blasphemous by traditionalist Jews. 

A believer may be deeply convinced that his omnipotent God is satisfied with him and grants him favour. Nevertheless a disgrace can strike our good believer abruptly. He will complain of such an unjust evil, saying: “My God, you may do everything you like, and nothing shirks your sovereign control. Why do you send me such a misfortune, or, at least, why do you let it happen?”

The conclusion should be that God is not fair. But how a believer of the kind I try to portray might tolerate the idea of an unfair God? Even a criminal is expected to be fair in his own way. If we comply with his wishes, he will reward us: his policy demands it. God must be fair, he must have his own logic, even though mysterious, beyond reach of our human reason. 

So our believer goes in search of an explanation of such an incomprehensible behaviour. He doesn’t want even to think that God is adverse to him. So he ends up by concluding that God always acts for the good of his creatures but, in his inscrutable wisdom, chooses to be good to him by letting him pass through the paths of long purifying sufferings. 

My personal conclusion is quite different. God is omnipotent in principle, but not in act in this present situation. Here and now He is crucified. On the other hand our experience of faith strongly suggests that God’s infinity, God’s infinite love will prevail, at last, over all negative forces. 

The kingdom of God will triumph in the whole universe at all levels, at the end of time. But at present God is crucified, and his kingdom is just like the seed of mustard in process of germination of the well-known Gospel parable. 

In front of the spectacle of so many evils we feel induced to conclude that God is not yet omnipotent in act, but only potentially, in principle. 

If God were really omnipotent also in act, our spontaneous question would be: “How could such a God permit so many evils and sufferings in this world?” We can appease ourselves only by thinking that God himself is crucified by them all.      

If we wonder where was God while such a dreadful tragedy was occurring at Auschwitz, the only plausible answer we can find is that He was crucified in those poor incarnations of his earthly Presence. 

We will not presume that a crucified God saves and frees us from all evils at once. 

A crucified God calls us to be his Samaritans. He needs our help, our co-operation. 

We will ask for everything God can give us. We will ask for all this with faith, because it is faith which opens us to grace. 

However there are so many other things impossible to obtain at least for the time being. As far as these are concerned, we  will be extremely patient just in imitation of the great long patience of the crucified God. 

We will be extremely patient and, at the same time, extremely hopeful and trustful, because we know that, little by little, God will take possession of everything and give everything to us. 

All this urges us to love and praise God beyond any limit, but also to give him all possible co-operation for the fullest and most perfect advent of his kingdom. 

